
Parable Picnic
The Mustard Seed

Tuesday, July 21, 2020



Welcome!
Planting seeds is an act of hope. We cannot predict the results of the seeds
that we sow. Last week we discussed the parable of the sower who generously
spreads seeds on all types of ground, waiting in hope for a bountiful harvest. 

This week we will read the parable of the mustard seed. It reminds us that
great things can spring from small beginnings. Just as Jesus began his earthly
ministry calling his disciples one by one, a seed starts small and alone in the
earth. His ministry grew and now influences hearts and souls throughout the
entire world. Likewise, the mustard seed grows into a tree that provides a
dwelling place for many types of birds.

This packet provides additional resources to supplement our online events.
You are welcome to print these pages and use them within your family. Please
note that you do not need to print the pages to participate in the online
events. Everything included here is optional and you may use it in the way that
best meets the needs of your family. (Tip: If you want to save some ink,  just
print page 10!)

We invite you to pour yourself a glass of lemonade, serve a plate of juicy
watermelon to the kids, and join our parable picnics!

Table of Contents
1  Welcome
2  Mark Your Calendar, Let's Explore
3  Parables of The Mustard Seed & The Yeast
4  The Parable in Art
5  Extend the Adventure
6  Reflections 
7  Prayer Journal for Kids
8  Prayer Journal for Teens
9  Prayer Journal for Adults
10 Quick Print Page (condensed content, grayscale)

1



Have you ever walked on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho? Do your
neighbors frequently knock on your door in the middle of the night asking for
bread? Do you spend time on a hillside taking care of sheep? If you answered
no to any of these questions...good! We have a lot to explore and discover
about the people, places, and customs of Jesus' time.

Each week we will take a closer look at one of Jesus's parables. We will read it
together, look at artwork related to the parable, and learn about the context of
the story. 

By understanding a little more about the geography, customs, and beliefs of
people and places in Jesus' time, we hope to learn more from his lessons.

 

Mark your calendar!

Let's Explore
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Join us live on Facebook every Tuesday in July at 11am
                www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville
               

June 30
July  7
July 14
July 21
July 28

The Good Samaritan
The Persistent Friend
The Sower
The Mustard Seed
The Prodigal Son



Extend the Adventure

Younger children will enjoy The Jesus Stories.
Older children and teens will like The Witness Trilogy.

Click the underlined links below for additonal resources & activities.

Did you know that you can make your own mustard?? Try it
yourself with this recipe.

Create a seed mosaic using a bag of dry beans and rice. (The soup
mix is my favorite to use in this craft because you get several
shapes, sizes, and colors for one small purchase.)

Make your own icon at home with these instructions.

Make a mustard tree out of paper using this plan.

Perler beads are almost as small as seeds! Round up your beads
and try one of these patterns.

Try some of the seed experiments here.

Sow some of your own seeds; it's not too late to plant a garden!
Follow this calendar to see what is best to plant in July.
Alternatively, purchase bulbs to plant in the fall. Next spring you will
reap the rewards! 

Stay cool on a hot day and watch some videos on Formed.

Share with us!

Adults can share pictures, completed projects, videos, and your own picnic
using the hashtag #parablepicnic or email a copy to
meghan.svatora@gmail.com. We will share it with the group during a future
session!
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https://watch.formed.org/the-jesus-stories
https://watch.formed.org/the-witnesses-trilogy
https://www.attainable-sustainable.net/gourmet-mustard/
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/seed-mosaic.html
https://www.carrotsformichaelmas.com/2017/03/13/making-icons-with-kids-open-a-sacred-window/
http://childrensbiblelessons.blogspot.com/2015/01/lesson-parable-of-mustard-seed.html?m=1
http://www.catholicplayground.com/perler-bead-patterns/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/easy-seed-experiments-kids/
https://www.ufseeds.com/learning/planting-schedules/ohio-vegetable-planting-calendar/


Matthew 13:31-32
He proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that a person took and sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seed, yet
when full-grown is the largest of the plants. It becomes a large bush, and the 'birds
of the sky come and dwell in its branches.'"

Mark 4: 30-34
He said, "To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable can we
use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and
becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the
sky can dwell in its shade." With many such parables he spoke the word to them as
they were able to understand it. Without parables he did not speak to them, but to
his own disciples he explained everything in private.

Luke 13: 18-19
Then he said, "What is the kingdom of God like? To what can I compare it? It is like
a mustard seed that a person took and planted in the garden. When it was fully
grown, it became a large bush and the 'birds of the sky dwelt in its branches.'"

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
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Matthew 13:33-34
He spoke to them in another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed with three measures of flour until the whole batch was
leavened."

Luke 13: 20-21
Again he said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?
It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three 
measures of wheat flour until the whole batch of dough 
was leavened."

The Parable of the Yeast



What do you notice in this painting? 
What do you think is the most important part of this artwork?
What do you recognize in this scene?
How would you describe this artwork to someone who could not
see it?
How is this picture different from real life?
How would you describe the lines in this painting?
What do you think is the most important part of this painting?
Why?

Questions to spark discussion:

The Parable in Art
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                                       "The second parable also uses the   
                                       image of the seed. Here, however, it is          
                                       a specific seed, the mustard seed, 
                                    considered the smallest of all seeds. Yet    
                                 even though it is so tiny, it is full of life; it 
                              breaks open to give life to a sprout that can
break through the ground, coming out into the sunlight
and growing until it becomes “the greatest of all shrubs”
(Mark 4:32): the seed’s weakness is its strength, its breaking
open is its power. Thus the Kingdom of God is like this: a
humanly small reality, made up of those who are poor in
heart, of those who do not rely on their own power but on
that of the love of God, on those who are not important in
the world’s eyes; and yet it is through them that Christ’s
power bursts in and transforms what is seemingly
insignificant.

- Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus Address, 17 June 2012

"May Our Lord be able to use us so that, placed 
as we are at all the cross-roads of the world - and 
at the same time placed in God - we become salt, 
leaven and light. Yes, you are to be in God, to enlighten, to give
flavor, to produce growth and new life. But don't forget that
we are not the source of this light: we only reflect it."

 - St. Jose Maria Escriva, Friends of God

Reflections
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Prayer Journal for Kids
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ACTS prayer time

THANKSGIVING
Thanks! Tell God "thank you" for all of
His blessings, generosity, and mercy.

SUPPLICATION
Please! Ask God for what we want
and need for ourselves and others.

ADORATION
Wow! Praise God for His goodness.

CONTRITION
Oops! Tell God you are sorry for your sins.



Prayer Journal for Teens
Make a list of ways you can be the yeast/leaven for people in your life. How can
you spread the hope of Jesus to those around you?
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How has your faith started small and grown exponentially? If you haven't had
that experience, then describe how you would feel if it were to happen.

Where do you see signs of the Kingdom of God's presence in your daily life?



Prayer Journal for Adults
Pray the Lord's Prayer very slowly. How do the words "thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" come to life after reading the parable
of the mustard seed?
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What can we learn about God the Father and His Kingdom from this parable?

Where do you see signs of the kingdom of God's presence in your daily life?



Pray using the A. C. T. S. method: Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving,
Supplication

ADORATION: Wow! Praise God for His goodness.
CONTRITION: Oops! Tell God you are sorry for your sins.
THANKSGIVING: Thanks! Tell God "thank you" for all of His blessings,
generosity, and mercy.
SUPPLICATION: Please! Ask God for what we want and need for ourselves
and others.

Make a list of ways you can be the yeast/leaven for people in your life. How can
you spread the hope of Jesus to those around you?

How has your faith started small and grown exponentially? If you haven't had
that experience, then describe how you would feel if it were to happen.

Where do you see signs of the Kingdom of God's presence in your daily life?

Pray the Lord's Prayer very slowly. How do the words "thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" come to life after reading the parable of
the mustard seed?

What can we learn about God the Father and His Kingdom from this parable?

Questions for praying, journaling, & talking around the dinner table:

What do you notice in this painting?
What do you think is the most important part of this artwork?
What do you recognize in this scene?
How would you describe this artwork to someone who could not see it?
How is this picture different from real life?
How would you describe the lines in this painting?
What do you think is the most important part of this painting? Why?

Discussion prompts when talking about the icon of The Parable of the
Mustard Seed:

July 28 - The Prodigal Son

Save the date! You are invited Tuesday, July 28 at 11am for our final session:
www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville

Tuesday, July 21, 2020

Parable Picnic
The Mustard Seed
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https://www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville/

