
 

 

Parable Picnic
The Good Samaritan

Tuesday, June 30, 2020



Welcome!
Thank you for joining Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish's summer series for
families. All ages and abilities are welcome to participate. We hope there is
something for everyone and that your family enjoys the connections made
during these weeks. 
 
This packet provides additional resources to supplement our online events.
You are welcome to print these pages and use them within your family. Please
note that you do not need to print the pages to participate in the online
events. Everything included here is optional and you may use it in the way that
best meets the needs of your family. (Tip: If you want to save some ink,  just
print page 10!)
 
We invite you to pour yourself a glass of lemonade, serve a plate of juicy
watermelon to the kids, and join our parable picnics!
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Have you ever walked on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho? Do your
neighbors frequently knock on your door in the middle of the night asking for
bread? Do you spend time on a hillside taking care of sheep? If you answered
no to any of these questions...good! We have a lot to explore and discover
about the people, places, and customs of Jesus' time.
 
Each week we will take a closer look at one of Jesus's parables. We will read it
together, look at artwork related to the parable, and learn about the context of
the story. 
 
By understanding a little more about the geography, customs, and beliefs of
people and places in Jesus' time, we hope to learn more from his lessons.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar!

Let's Explore
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Join us live on Facebook every Tuesday in July at 11am
                www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville
               
 
June 30
July  7
July 14
July 21
July 28

The Good Samaritan
The Persistent Friend
The Sower
The Mustard Seed
The Prodigal Son



Extend the Adventure

Click the underlined links below for additonal resources & activities.
 
 
Create a get well soon card using a band-aid like the ones shown here or here.
Mail it to someone who can use a word of encouragement during their
recovery.
 
Watch this  stop-motion Lego video. Are you feeling inspired? You can create
your own version using Legos, action figures, or even paper.
 
Create blessing bags to hand out to people experiencing homelessness
using this checklist. Keep them in the car so you can hand them to people or
share with a local community organization for them to distribute. 
 
Assemble a First Aid Kit  for your family. This list will give you some ideas to get
started and you can customize the contents based on your own family's needs.
 
Complete this coloring page of a scene from the parable. 
 
Read this article about the geography of the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.
There are great pictures and a video to help you envision the setting of the
parable.
 
Explore more art related to the parable on this blog.
 
Mix up a batch of this simple recipe for lemonade to cool off on a hot summer
day. Add fresh mint leaves, berries, or watermelon for a variation on the
traditional flavor. A fresh lemon squeezed into still or sparkling water is good
too!
 
This red wine vinaigrette recipe is great for summer salads and dinner
conversations using the journal reflections on pages 7-9. The red wine and
olive oil connect back to the help and healing of the Samaritan.
 

Share with us!

Adults can share pictures, completed projects, stop-motion videos, and your own
picnic using the hashtag #parablepicnic or email a copy to
meghan.svatora@gmail.com. We will share it with the group during a future
session!
 

3

https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2013/12/get-well-soon-band-aid-cards-kid-craft.html
https://www.k4craft.com/diy-get-well-soon-card-ideas/
https://youtu.be/3UkRrAlwOUg
https://www.thriftynorthwestmom.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/trifty-nw-check-list-for-blessing-bags.pdf
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/anatomy-of-a-first-aid-kit.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/anatomy-of-a-first-aid-kit.html
https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Bible-Story-Coloring-Pages-Good-Samaritan.jpg
https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Bible-Story-Coloring-Pages-Good-Samaritan.jpg
http://faith.nd.edu/s/1210/faith/interior.aspx?sid=1210&gid=609&pgid=33100
http://imaginemdei.blogspot.com/2019/07/illustrating-parables-good-samaritan.html
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/ina-garten/fresh-lemonade-recipe-1912969
https://www.gimmesomeoven.com/red-wine-vinaigrette/


There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test him and said, "Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
 
Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read it?" 
 
He said in reply, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." 
 
He replied to him, "You have answered correctly; do this and you will live."
 
But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" 
 
Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest
happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the
opposite side. Likewise, a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he
passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was
moved with compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and
wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own
animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The next day he took out two silver
coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 'Take care of him. If you
spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.' Which
of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" 
 
He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." 
 
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Luke 10: 25-37
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan as Symbol of Humanity
by Gustav Jaeger

German, c. 1844-1848

The Parable in Art

What do you notice?
What is happening in this painting?
Describe the colors in this artwork.
What do you like about it?
What don't you like?
If this painting were music, what would it sound like?
If this painting had sound effects, what would they sound like?
What do you think happened before this scene?
What do you think happended after this scene?
How would you describe this artwork to someone who could
not see it?

Questions to spark discussion:
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Reflections

"Following the parable of the Gospel,
we could say that suffering, which is
present under so many different forms
in our human world, is also present in
order to unleash love in the human
person, that unselfish gift of one’s “I”
on behalf of other people, especially
those who suffer."

Let us come to the core of the parable: the Samaritan, namely the despised
man, the one whom no one would have bet on, and who also had his own
commitments and things to do, when he saw the wounded man, he did not
pass by like the other two, who were linked to the Temple, but “he had
compassion” (v. 33). Thus the Gospel says: “He had compassion”, that is, his
heart, his emotions, were moved! This is the difference. The other two “saw,"
but their hearts remained closed, cold. While the Samaritan was in synchrony
with the very heart of God. Indeed, “compassion” is an essential characteristic
of God’s mercy. God has compassion on us. What does this mean? He suffers
with us, he feels our suffering. Compassion means “suffer with.” The verb
indicates that the physique is moved and trembles at the sight of the evil of
man. In the gestures and deeds of the Good Samaritan we recognize the
merciful acts of God in all of salvation history. It is the same compassion with
which the Lord comes to meet each one of us: He does not ignore us, he knows
our pain, he knows how much we need help and comfort. He comes close and
never abandons us. Each of us, ask and answer the question in our heart: “Do I
believe? Do I believe that the Lord has compassion on me, just as I am, a
sinner, with many problems and many issues?”  Think about that and the
answer is: “Yes!”  But each one must see in his heart whether he has faith in
this compassion of God, of the good God who draws close, heals us, caresses
us. If we reject him, he waits: he is patient and is always beside us.
 
- Pope Francis, General Audience, 27 April 2016

- From Salvifici Doloris – On the Christian
Meaning of Human Suffering (1984), by Pope
Saint John Paul II
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Prayer Journal for Kids

After reading this parable, what do
you think God wants for you? 

What surprised you in this parable? Who are some of your neighbors in need?

What does this parable tell you about
 God the Father?
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Prayer Journal for Teens

Think about the people you encounter in your own life. Who are some people
that are lonely, hurting, or have disabilities and need you to be their neighbor
today?

Are there good reasons not to help someone in need? What might those
reasons be? Do you think that the priest and Levite had a good reason for not
helping the injured man?

What are qualities of God the Father that Jesus reveals through this parable?
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Prayer Journal for Adults

Think of a time when you saw someone who was in need but decided not to
help. What were your reasons? Did you believe that you had a good reason not
to help them at the time? Looking back on that situation, do you still think that
you made the right choice?

Are there good reasons not to help someone in need? What might those
reasons be? Do you think that the priest and Levite had a good reason for not
helping the injured man?

Think of a time when you were in need and the person who came to your
rescue was not the person you desired. Was it easy or difficult for you to accept
this person’s help? Was the person aware that they were not your ideal helper?
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Tuesday, June 30, 2020

Parable Picnic
The Good Samaritan

After reading this parable, what do you think God wants for you?
What does this parable tell you about some of God the Father? What qualities
of the Father does Jesus reveal?
What surpised you in this parable?
Who are some of your neighbors in need?
Think about the people you encounter in your own life. Who are some people
that are lonely, hurting, or have disabilities and need you to be their neighbor
today?
Are there good reasons not to help someone in need? What might those
reasons be? Do you think that the priest and Levite had a good reason for not
helping the injured man?
Think of a time when you saw someone who was in need but decided not to
help. What were your reasons? Did you believe that you had a good reason
not to help them at the time? Looking back on that situation, do you still think
that you made the right choice?
Think of a time when you were in need and the person who came to your
rescue was not the person you desired. Was it easy or difficult for you to
accept this person’s help? Was the person aware that they were not your ideal
helper?

Questions for praying, journaling, & talking around the dinner table:

What do you notice?
What is happening in this painting?
Describe the colors in this artwork.
What do you like about it?
What don't you like?
If this painting were music, what would it sound like?
If this painting had sound effects, what would they sound like?
What do you think happened before this scene?
What do you think happended after this scene?
How would you describe this artwork to someone who could not see it?

Discussion prompts when talking about The Parable of the Good Samaritan
as Symbol for Humanity by Gustav Jaeger:

July 7 - The Persistent Neighbor
July 14 - The Sower
July 21 - The Mustard Seed
July 28 - The Prodigal Son

Save the date! You are invited each Tuesday in July at 11am: 
www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville
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https://www.facebook.com/stthomaszanesville/

